In four experiments, we examined the effects on the affiliative preferences of 'focal' female Japanese quail given the opportunity to watch a conspecific male interact with a 'model' female. Experiments were conducted in three, 10-min phases: (1) a pretest, during which a 'focal' female chose between two males; (2) an observation phase, when each focal female watched the male she had spent less time near during the pretest (her 'nonpreferred' male) interact with a 'model' quail; and (3) a post-test, during which each focal female again chose between her nonpreferred and preferred males. Focal females increased their preferences for nonpreferred males after seeing them together with a model female (but not a model male), even if the nonpreferred male and model female were separated by an opaque barrier that prevented them from interacting. A focal female's preference for the end of the enclosure containing her nonpreferred male was not increased when she either watched him court a concealed model female or watched a model female that was being courted by him. Taken together, the present results suggest that a simple tendency for females to approach areas where they have previously seen a male and female quail, in preference to locations where they have seen only a male quail, can explain some of the effect of watching a nonpreferred male mate on a female's tendency to affiliate with him. However, focal females also showed enhanced preferences for nonpreferred males they had seen mating after we both moved those males and controlled for effects of transposition. Thus, processes akin to both 'mate choice copying' and 'conspecific cueing' remain viable explanations for the increase in a focal female quail's tendency to affiliate with a male she watched mate with another female.
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The results of recent experiments examining social influences on preferences of female Japanese quail, Coturnix coturnix japonica (Galef & White 1998) demonstrate that a 'focal' female's tendency to remain near a previously nonpreferred male increases significantly after she has watched that male mate with another female (a model). Focal females often reverse their preference after watching the nonpreferred member of a pair of males mate with a model female (Galef & White 1998, experiment 1).
Such findings are consistent with the hypothesis that female quail copy one another's mate choices. However, as Pruett-Jones (1992) and others have indicated, the fact that females increase their tendency to remain near males they have seen mating is not, in itself, sufficient to show that they copy one another's mate choices. The important characteristic of copying behaviour that separates it from other similar processes is that the change in the probability of choice is strictly because of the actions of other females and not the consequences of those actions. Heyes (1993) has made a parallel distinction between imitative and nonimitative forms of social learning of motor acts, defining imitation as involving learning about behaviour (responses, actions, etc.) , and nonimitative social learning as resulting from observers' learning socially about stimuli, objects, or events in the environment.
On Pruett-Jones's (1992) definition of mate choice copying, if mating changed the appearance or behaviour of males, thus increasing their attractiveness to females (Goldschmidt et al. 1993) , or if females preferred males they had seen courting other females (Grant & Green 1996) , such increase in attractiveness would not be a result of mate choice copying. Similarly, if females tended to move about in groups (a tendency that has been labelled conspecific cueing; Keister 1979), a solitary female might move into an area where she had previously seen a female consorting with a male, although she would not be copying the behaviour of the other female.
